
The Public Libraries and the Schools: an
Experiment.1

HPHE relationship between public libraries and other educa-
cational institutions has been discussed in numerous

papers and addresses at the meetings of this Association. What
strikes one most in looking over the literature on the question is
the general acceptance of the theory that the public library
ought to, and does, occupy an important place in a well-ordered
scheme of education; but there seems to be no definite place
assigned to the library in the educational ladder.

Why is this ? Is it due to some defect in the organisation
of the educational work, or to a misunderstanding of the library
movement ? or to both these causes ? Library science is of
such recent and rapid growth that it is almost impossible to
view it historically as yet, but I am going to venture on a
generalisation.

From the London Conference of 1877 down to 1887 librarians
were almost wholly engaged in discussing the technicalities of
library administration. But in the succeeding ten years we have
frequently listened to papers which indicate that having settled
some kind of basis for the »ffir™nt administration of libraries, we
are now free to consider the ways in which the libraries can best
be made to serve the wants and the aspirations of the citizens.
Let me enumerate some of the papers which deal with the sub-
ject now before us.

In November, 1888," Mr. Axon' read a paper before the Man-
chester branch of the Teachers' Guild, in which he advocated a
closer co-operation between teachers and librarians. He sug-
gested that class parties should visit the libraries under the
guidance of a teacher, and that a selected subject should be
tracked out by means of catalogues, indices, and library guides."
In the following year Mr. Melvil Dewey gave an address at
the London Conference on "Library Progress," in which he

1 Read before the Twentieth Annul Meeting of the library ABO
London, October, 1897.

*THK LmmAKY, TOL i., p. 39.
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said:—•' I believe the time has come when we can safely promise
to do much more in the coming decade than in the past, for the
agencies already started will enable us to do it. . . . Now
that the necessity for universal elementary education is almost
universally accepted, the world is ready for the next necessary
step, and the conception is spreading rapidly that something more
than this elementary education is absolutely essential to the safety
and well-being of the nation. To teach boys and girls to read
is to give them a weapon as powerful for evil as for good, and
we must make sure that the new power is rightly used. All
experience shows that in our time it is not the ear but the eye
that is the great gate to the soul; that people get their aspira-
tions and inspirations, their ideas and ideals from reading rather
than from the pulpit and the rostrum."

These words of Mr. Melvil Dewey's are full of wisdom,
and looking back over the progress of the library movement
during the last eight years, one cannot help but recognise that
the greatest advances have been along the lines indicated by the
extract which I have just read. The teaching of the people to
read intelligently, what but this is the object of our quarterly
guides to readers, our half-hour talks with readers, or the lec-
tures which form so admirable a feature of some libraries ? The
Home Reading Union, too, is an agency for the same end. And
if I am able at all to interpret the signs of the times, " Open
access " is an effort in the same direction. We are now building
up for the public library a definite place amongst the educational
agencies of our time. For years the libraries have been doing
a larg$ share of the work of education for young and old of all
classes and both sexes, but it has been indefinite work, and on
that account it has received little recognition, and in some
quarters it has been despised.

This want of definiteness has found expression from time to
time. At the Nottingham meeting in 1891 Mr. Ogle read a
paper on "The Place of the Free Public Library in Popular
Education," which was a valuable contribution on the line I am
now trying to follow. Three years later Mr. Ogle followed with
a paper on " The Relationship of the Public Library Committee
to other Educational Bodies," and in 1893 Mr. Axon contributed
a paper on " The Place of Libraries in Relation to Elementary,
Secondary, and Higher Education," in which he starts by asking
"in what way can the public libraries established under the
Public Libraries Acts be organically connected with the educa-
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tional system of the nation ? " and again : "What is the place
of the Public Library in a well-organised system of public instruc-
tion stretching from the elementary school to the university ? "
The mind of Mr. Axon had clearly grasped the need for more
definite work on the part of the libraries, though he was not pre-
pared with any practical suggestions for solving the problem;
indeed, he says " the correct answer to this question will only
come after considerable discussion of the problem in all its
aspects."

In 1894 Mr. MacAlister read a paper in which he suggested:
—(1) That libraries should make special collections of works in
the arts and manufactures carried on in their districts; (2)
Librarians should confer with the local professors and teachers,
and in conference should arrange practical working schemes by
which students should be led to regard the Public Library as a
special aid in the subjects being dealt with by their teachers;
(3) That teachers and lecturers should send to librarians sylla-
buses of the current courses of study, and that the librarian
should thereupon collect together and display all that his library
contained on these subjects—if important books were wanting
they should be procured.

There have been several other papers of a similar kind, and I
think it is fair to say that we have been groping towards some-
thing which shall give the public library a more definite place in
the educational ladder than it at present occupies. Two or three
years ago I was present at a farewell dinner given by a number
of teachers to one of their body. One of the toasts proposed and
spoken to by a teacher was, " Other Educational Institutions,"
and you may imagine my astonishment, not unmixed with
amusement, to hear the speaker, after he had enumerated the
University College, the Technical Schools, and other institutions,
introduce as an afterthought the Public Library, and say he was
not quite sure whether that could be called an educational insti-
tution. As I had to respond to that toast you may rely upon it
that the question as to whether a Public Library was an educa-
tional institution did not long remain a matter of doubt; but I
think, nevertheless, that the fact I have just related has a signifi-
cance which we ought to carefully consider. To a large number
of people engaged in educational work, the idea that the Public
Library is a branch of the educational machinery has not yet
been brought home, and until this is done the Public Library
will not take its proper place amongst the educational institu-
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tions of the country, and until the library does take that place
it will not be easy to remove many of the hindrances which now
obstruct the path of library progress.

The completion of the Public Library Central Buildings in
Cardiff, where we have ample room for all our work, enabled me
in the autumn of 1896 to put before the Public Libraries Com-
mittee various suggestions for developing the work of the library
upon lines which had long been thought out by me, but which
want of the necessary space and conveniences prevented us from
putting into operation.

After carefully considering this report, the committee decided
to offer facilities enabling any literary, debating, or similar society
to spend an evening in a room at the library, where an exhibi-
tion would be made of such books as might be of special or of
general interest to the visitors, and an address on the books or
chatty explanations would be given.

It was also agreed to invite representatives of the various
trades carried on in the town to visit the library in parties of not
more than thirty, and to show them books connected with the
trade practised by the members of each party, together with such
valuable illustrated books as might be of interest.

And, thirdly, it was decided to confer with the head teachers
of the Board and Voluntary Schools with a view to arranging for
parties from each of the schools to visit the library, the details of
the scheme being left for arrangement between the librarian and
the head teachers.

I propose to deal briefly with the result of the first two
proposals, and more fully with the details of the third, which
forms the special subject of this paper.

With regard to the first, an intimation was made through
the press and in other ways, that such visits from Societies
might be arranged. As it was not desirable to interfere with
the ordinary working of the library, all the parties were limited
to not more than 30 or 35, this being the capacity of the room
used for the Committee meetings, in which it was decided to hold
these special meetings of visiting parties. We immediately
received a number of applications, and parties, making a total
of about 300 persons, visited the Reference Library (hiring the
winter, and in every case the visit was most thoroughly enjoyed.

Arrangements are now being made with various Societies for
the coming winter, and the number of applications already
received clearly indicate a busy season.
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The subjects dealt with for these parties varied according
to the tastes of the people comprising them. To one
party, for instance, a series of books relating to Cardiff and
the immediate district was shown and explained. In another
case the books exhibited were entirely confined to the Fine
Arts. To others a series illustrating the gradual growth
of a book from the clay tablet down to a sumptuous work
like Gould's Birds, was exhibited and explained.

The scope and variety of this particular class of visit is
almost unlimited.

With regard to the second class of visitors, the represent-
atives of the various trades, the first step taken was to
communicate with the Cardiff Trade and Labour Council, a
council consisting of representatives of practically all the trade
unions in the town and district. This council, in response to
a communication, appointed a Special Committee to visit the
library and confer as to the proposal. The meeting between
the members of the Trades Council Committee and the mem-
bers of the Public Libraries Committee, when the scheme was
fully explained and illustrated, was one of the most interesting
occasions in my life, and the enthusiasm with which every
member of the Trades Council who attended, undertook to
make the scheme a success was extremely gratifying. We
were informed that about 40 Societies were represented in the
Trades Council, which practically covered every trade carried
on in the district.

The Trades Council Committee having reported to the Council,
the secretary proceeded to arrange the visits from the different
lodges, and parties representing the following trades visited the
library in the Spring of the present year, viz.:—

Carpenters and Joiners.
Gardeners.
Painters and Decorators.
Plasterers.

Several parties have already been arranged for the current
session. The first of these, a party of bookbinders, visited the
library on October 9th. I am now in communication with the
representatives of over 6,ooo working men, a large number of
whom will in course of time visit the library.

In every case the books of special interest to the respective
trades are exhibited, and lists of the books are printed qn^ given
to each member who attends, and copies are afterwards dis-
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tributed to all who apply for them. The lists include books in
both the Lending and Reference Libraries, and also an enumera-
tion of the periodicals in the various reading rooms bearing upon
the subjects. These lists are much appreciated, and lead to
increased use of the books. In most cases a short address is
given by the librarian, but whenever possible, it is proposed
to have the books explained by some person directly connected
with the trade. In the case of the Gardeners' Society, when, I
believe, every member attended, the address was given by Mr.
Pettigrew, the head gardener to the Cardiff Corporation, and
it is, perhaps, sufficient to say with regard to this, that another
visit from this Society has just been arranged for, and that
books on gardening are constantly in use in the Reference
Library.

It is worth while to record, as an instance of how two minds
may arrive at the same result by practically the same process,
that at Edinburgh a similar scheme has been carried out in very
much the same way, though I was not aware of it until the pub-
lication of Mr. Ogle's book a couple of months ago, in which I
saw the matter referred to. I at once wrote to Mr. Morrison,
who has been good enough to send me particulars of his scheme,
and I quote his letter for your information.

Mr. Morrison says:—" For several winters now we have
been in the habit of having parties of working-men invited to the
library. As an example of what we have been doing, I may
mention that in the case of joiners we send out four or five hun-
dred invitations to the largest shops in the city. The workmen
ballot for the tickets among themselves, and on the appointed
night the Reference Room here is reserved for them. We show
all the books we have pertaining to their trade, and for a quarter
of an hour or twenty minutes I give a short explanation of the
books we have, and the sources from which they would be able
to get information bearing on their special trade.

" Of the books shown we make a small catalogue, a copy of
which we put into the hands of everybody entering the room.
I enclose a catalogue as a sample. All these small catalogues
are out of print now, as we give away for distribution all those
not used at the meeting. The one I send you will explain itself.
Being on printing, it is perhaps fuller than those on any other
trade. We found, as the result of these meetings, that our
Reference Library was more and more taken advantage of."

I come now to the third part of the Cardiff scheme, and the
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immediate subject of this paper, viz., the attempt to make the
Library more useful to the various schools of the town. The
first step was a conference between the librarian and the head
teachers of the elementary schools as to the possibility of using
the Library with advantage for the work of teaching. A plan
was carefully thought out, which ultimately shaped itself into
an arrangement whereby the scholars in and above the fourth
standard of all the elementary schools in the town should visit
the Library at least once in the year, and receive an illustrated
lesson upon some definite subject. It was arranged that the
Librarian should give the same lesson to each school, the subject
for the first year being " The History of a Book," and the lesson
being repeated once in each week for boys, and once in each
week for girls, until the whole of the schools had been served.
Any other subject might be substituted for this if the teacher
desired ; but in that case the lesson was to be given by the head-
teacher or one of his assistants—the books of course being got
together and exhibited by the librarian and bis staff. As a
matter of fact, the same lesson was given to all the parties from
the elementary schools.

The preliminaries having been arranged, the School Board
was next approached jointly by the Teachers' Association and
the Public Libraries Committee, and asked to approve the
scheme; and H.M. Inspector of Schools was at the same time
communicated with. Both the School Board and the Inspector
at once cordially agreed to the proposal, and a time table was
drawn up and printed for all the Board Schools.

The lessons to the children from the Board Schools occupied
four months, and before they were completed communications
were entered into between the librarian and the teachers of the
voluntary schools, and arrangements made for them to send
parties in accordance with a time table drawn up jointly. In
this way the whole of the elementary schools of the town were
covered.

It will be remembered that the visits were confined to children
in and above the fourth standard. By this arrangement the
standard of exemption from school attendance is included, and
by carrying out this plan year after year with one visit per
annum from each boys' and girls' school, we shall in process of
time have shown the library at least once to almost every child
educated in the elementary schools. It is not necessary to
enlarge to you upon the importance of this. You probably know

 at C
ornell U

niversity L
ibrary on July 25, 2015

http://library.oxfordjournals.org/
D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://library.oxfordjournals.org/


346 TJu Library.

more than I could ever hope to tell you about the necessity of
teaching people to read intelligently—a need almost as great as
the necessity for supplying them with books. To secure children
at such an impressionable age, and to show them the inside of a
Public Library, is to introduce them in most cases to an entirely
new world, and to open up to their minds a totally new view of
the value of reading.

I said that we took as our subject for last year the history of
a book; but that probably does not convey any idea of the lines
upon which we proceeded. We didn't tell the children we were
going to give them a lesson on the history of a book, or that we
were going to give them a lesson at all. We started by saying
that we were going to show them different kinds of books, and
then beginning with a clay tablet, of which we had one genuine
specimen (Babylonian) and one cast (Assyrian) made from an
original in the British Museum, we proceeded to show how the
book and the art of writing and reading had gradually developed.
We explained to them the papyrus books of ancient Egypt,
using as illustrations the beautiful reproductions of papyri pub-
lished by the trustees of the British Museum. We explained to
them also that there had been different kinds of letters used to
denote sounds, showing them the difference between cuneiform
writing and the picture writing of Egypt. We also dealt with
books written upon vellum, using by way of illustration various
MSS. and deeds belonging to the library. Passing from the
written to the printed book, we explained a few elementary facts
about the early history of printing and about early printing in
England, using as illustrations four or five books printed before
the year 1500, which we happen to possess. Having introduced
the subject of printing, we passed lightly over the interval
between the early printed book and the modern book, ex-
plaining that the former had no title page, no head lines, no
pagination, no printer's name, no place of printing, and that the
capital letters were omitted for the purpose of being put in by
hand, and we showed them specimens of such capitals and also
of books in which the capitals had never been inserted. To lead
up from this point to the magnificent books of the present day
was to give the children an object lesson in human progress which
was not only instructive, but delightful. We showed them by
the way the facsimile examples of the Horn Book from Mr.
Tuer's interesting monograph on that subject. We also showed
them books printed in Japan and other countries, books for the
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blind and similar byways of the book world; and, finally, we
exhibited as examples of the great position to which the art of
bookmaking had now attained, such books as the Hertfordshirt
Pomona, Hipkins's Musical Instruments, Gould's Birds of Grtat
Britain, &c.

The parties of children were limited to 40, the seating capacity
of the room, and they were so arranged that every individual
child was shown each object used to illustrate the lesson. As
the method of arranging the children was the subject of consider-
able experiment I propose to give you a diagram of what ulti-
mately proved to be the best plan. Part of the children were
seated on three sides of a square round the three walls of the
room, the remainder being seated in the same way on three
sides of a smaller inner square. Every party of children was
accompanied by at least two teachers, who, with one of the
Library assistants, helped to show the various objects.

In exhibiting we started two persons at the same time, one at

DIAGRAM.

B D
L.

TABLE .

 at C
ornell U

niversity L
ibrary on July 25, 2015

http://library.oxfordjournals.org/
D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://library.oxfordjournals.org/


248 The Library.

the point marked A for the outer square, and one at the point
marked D for the inner square. The outer exhibitor finished at
B, and then followed on from D round to C. The inner one
finished at C and then followed from A round the outer square
to 8 . In this way all the children were kept constantly engaged,
and the exhibitors were enabled to go round without obstructing
one another. The librarian, or whoever gave the lesson, took
up bis position at the spot marked L, and on a table behind
him were the various items used for illustration, which he handed
to the exhibitors as he proceeded.

The attempt to put the Library in touch with the schools was
not, however, confined to the elementary schools. The higher
grade school, the intermediate schools, and the pupil teachers'
school, and any other similar school without distinction of creed
or party, were also included in the scheme, and parties from each
of them visited the Library. In some cases the lesson given to
the elementary schools was given in a more advanced form to the
scholars from the higher schools, while in others a special sub-
ject, selected by the teachers, was taken by one of the teachers.
In one case, for instance, English history of the Tudor period was
taken, and everything bearing upon that period was put together
and shown to the scholars.

It may, perhaps, be of interest to mention that on more than
one occasion, when parties of working-men were visiting the
Library they asked to be shown various things which they had
heard their children talking about, such as a clay tablet, a horn-
book, an early printed book or the great seal of Queen Elizabeth.
I merely mention this fact to show you the far-reaching effects
of our lessons to children.

There was considerable advantage in having the visitors in
small parties— forty should be the outside number, and thirty is
better. With such a number it is possible to show every item
fully to each person, and the explanations given need not be too
formal. The time chosen by the teachers for the children's
visits was 245 p.m., and the lesson lasted about an hour and a
half. At first I made the mistake of trying to explain too many
things. Composition papers, written by the scholars and sent
to me by the teachers, enabled me to detect this fault, and the
omission of some specimens followed, with satisfactory results.
Many of the essays written by the children would have done
credit to an undergraduate, and in nearly every case I found that
the scholars had grasped the main facts of my story.
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After giving thirty-nine lessons to a total of about 1,600
children, between January and July of the present year, I say
without hesitation, that nothing I have ever been able to do in
the whole course of my life has been so full of satisfaction as the
work which I have just attempted to describe, and I am looking
forward with great pleasure to the renewal of the lessons, which
will begin next week. I have just heard that at a meeting of
the elementary teachers when the question of the renewal of
the lessons was under consideration, all the teachers were of
opinion that a most valuable and pleasant supplement to the
ordinary school lessons had been introduced, and they unani-
mously agree to recommend the renewal of the course. From
my own standpoint I can only say that the children behaved
in a most exemplary- manner, and that the teachers entered
into the scheme with an enthusiasm which meant success;
and also that the teachers selected to accompany the classes
to the Library, almost without exception entered heartily into
the spirit of the thing, and assisted in every way to make
the work of the librarian as pleasant and profitable as possible.
The subject of the librarian's lesson for the next term will be
" Bridges," and for the succeeding year a third subject will
probably be taken. By that time all the children included in
the first year's parties will have left school, and it will be
possible to revert to the first lesson, and so go through the course
again.

One striking result of the carrying out of these schemes is
the marked change in the* attitude of the town towards the
library. Hundreds of people who only knew the outside of the
building have now been into the Reference Library, and under-
stand what kind of work is carried on there. I think it would
not be too strong to say that many of these people were amazed
at the work we are doing, and the collections we have brought
together. They probably thought that the library consisted of
a few thousands of books, varying in value between is. and 10s.,
and a collection of newspapers placed in the reading-room. To
find that it contained also a reference library, where large sums
had been spent upon the purchase of single books, or sets of books,
manuscripts, prints, and drawings, was to them a discovery.
Not only have many of these people become constant users of the
Reference Library, but through their agency the knowledge of
this valuable department of the Library has been spread far and
wide; and it is doubtless owing to them that the suggestion
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is constantly being made to people in difficulties:—" Go to the
Reference Library I"

In conclusion, I would say that, so far as I can foresee, there
is every probability of the work which we have now taken in hand
being continued from year to year, and becoming a regular part
of the library system, and I am strongly inclined to think that
by adopting some such plans for placing the library more in
touch with the educational system of the country a great step
forward will have been taken, and not only shall we make the
library a part of the educational system, but we shall also be
doing, in the best possible way, our own work of teaching people
to read intelligently, so that they may get the greatest benefit
from the books purchased with the money which they provide.
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